
SECTION 6 BIODIVERSITY DUTY REPORT

NATURE AND COMMUNITY

2023-25
REPORTING PERIODENVIRONMENT (WALES) ACT 

2016
PUBLICATION DATE - DEC 2025



INTRODUCTION
Cwmaman Town Council recognises its statutory duty under Section 6 of the Environment
(Wales) Act 2016 to maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote the resilience of
ecosystems in exercising its functions. This duty aligns with the broader objectives of the
Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, supporting a more resilient and
healthier Wales.
This report outlines the actions taken by the Council between April 2022 and March 2025
to meet this duty. It highlights both strategic and practical efforts to embed biodiversity
into decision-making, land management, community engagement, and partnership
working.
The Council serves a semi-rural community in south Wales, encompassing diverse
habitats such as heathland, woodland, rivers, and meadows, which support key species
including the swift, otter, marsh fritillary butterfly and dormouse. Cwmaman Town
Council is committed to protecting these natural assets for the benefit of future
generations.
This report will be submitted to One Voice Wales and made publicly available, reflecting
our commitment to transparency, local accountability, and continual improvement in
biodiversity practice.
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WELCOME
From Kevin Madge, Parks, Assets and Environment
Committee chair.

Our community is home to rich and varied habitats, and we are
privileged to support species that are of national importance. By
working closely with partners such as Initiative for Nature
Conservation Cymru (INCC) engaging schools and volunteers, and
integrating biodiversity considerations into our planning
responses, we are laying the groundwork for a greener and more
resilient future.
I would like to thank our staff, councillors, volunteers, and local
partners for their ongoing support and dedication. We look forward
to building on this work through our new Biodiversity Action Plan
and continuing to protect and enhance Cwmaman’s natural
heritage.

As we face challenges like climate change, economic uncertainty,
and social inequality, it is crucial that we work together as a
community to create a sustainable and equitable future. The
council's report provides a roadmap for how we can achieve this
goal, and I urge all residents to read it carefully and consider how
we can contribute to its implementation.

This report reflects our growing
commitment to biodiversity and
the natural environment within
our community. Despite facing
a number of challenges over the
past three years, the Council
has made significant progress
in embedding environmental
responsibility across our work
from planting community
orchards and wildflower
meadows to supporting local
litter-picking groups and
investing in chemical-free land
management.



We recognise that our role can have real influence through our
leadership and community voice. We are committed to passing on
a healthier natural environment to future generations of
Cwmaman residents, and embedding environmental
responsibility across all areas of our work.

In line with our duties, Cwmaman Town Council is committed to:
Considering biodiversity in decision-making, procurement and
planning responses.
Minimising environmental impact through efficient use of
resources and reducing herbicide use.
Supporting community-led action, education and awareness-
raising on nature and sustainability.
Restoring and creating habitats where possible, such as
wildflower verges and community orchards.
Partnering with others, including statutory bodies,
environmental charities and schools.
Monitoring progress and reviewing this plan regularly to adapt
and improve.

Cwmaman Town Council is committed to meeting its
environmental responsibilities in a way that is both achievable
and meaningful for our community.
We actively work with local partners including Initiative for
Conservation Cymru (INCC), our local school, volunteers, and the
wider community to support biodiversity and ecological wellbeing.
We believe small, practical actions — such as creating wildflower
areas, installing bird boxes, supporting pollinator planting, and
encouraging litter picking — can collectively make a meaningful
contribution to environmental resilience.

The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 places a legal duty on all public
bodies, including Cwmaman Town Council, to seek to maintain
and enhance biodiversity and, in doing so, promote the resilience
of ecosystems. This requirement sits alongside the Council’s wider
responsibilities under the Well-being of Future Generations
(Wales) Act 2015, which aims to ensure that decisions taken today
meet the needs of future generations and contribute to a healthier,
more resilient, and cohesive Wales.

BACKGROUND



Name of  Council Cwmaman Town Council

Group 2

Community and Town Councils Environment
(Wales) Act 2016

 Part 1 – Section 6 The Biodiversity and Resilience
of Ecosystems Duty

REPORTING ON SECTION 6 

THE BIODIVERSITY AND RESILIENCE OF
ECOSYSTEMS DUTY REPORT 2025

Cwmaman Town Council serves the community of Cwmamman in Carmarthenshire, embracing
the neighbouring villages of Glanamman and Garnant in the Amman Valley. The Council’s
precept for 2025/26 was £395,794, and for 2024/25 it was £359,930.31. The Council is
comprised of 15 Councillors supported by a team of 6 staff.

The Council manages a range of community assets including 11 parks and green spaces, public
planters and hanging baskets, bus shelters and 5 community buildings. These assets provide
important opportunities for access to green space, nature engagement and community activity.

The landscape of Cwmamman features diverse and valuable habitats including marshy
grassland, heathland, meadow, rivers, broadleaf woodland and upland oak woodland. The
River Amman runs through the area and a 7‑mile traffic‑free riverside cycle and walking path
provides recreational access and links key natural areas. Parc Golwg yr Aman, situated
alongside this path and developed on the former site of the tinplate works, offers extensive
green space with informal trails and a species‑rich wildflower meadow at its heart. Work at
Golwg yr Aman has been supported by local partners to enhance habitat diversity and public
enjoyment of the riverside landscape.discovercarmarthenshire.com+1

Nearby Gelli Werdd Park, reclaimed from former industrial land, offers additional natural
open space for residents and visitors, enhancing the local green network. The Cwmaman
area is also home to INCC (Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru), a local charity
working closely with the Council and community volunteers on habitat restoration, species
monitoring and biodiversity engagement projects.

The community supports a rich array of wildlife, including species such as pied flycatcher,
cuckoo, swift, marsh fritillary butterfly, willow tit, dormouse, otter and salmon, which
benefit from the mosaic of grassland, woodland and river habitats.



NRAP
Objective

Action carried out to…
Monitored
by:

1a

-embed
biodiversity
into
decision
making &
procureme
nt

Between 2022 and 2025, Cwmaman Town
Council has taken the following steps to embed
biodiversity into its decision-making and
procurement processes:
Planning Responses: Biodiversity has been
considered when commenting on planning
applications. The Council has objected to
applications likely to harm habitats or species,
with biodiversity impacts forming part of its
decision-making rationale.
Tender Processes: Biodiversity considerations
have been included in tender documents.
Scoring frameworks for recent tenders have
incorporated environmental impact as a formal
evaluation criterion.
Policy References: Biodiversity is referenced in
relevant Council policies, reinforcing its role as a
factor in operational and strategic decisions.
These steps demonstrate the Council’s
commitment to factoring biodiversity into its
routine decision-making, even in the absence of a
formal strategy during this period.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets,
Parks and
Environmen
t Committee

1b

-raise
awareness
of
biodiversity
& its
importance

Cwmaman Town Council has supported a range
of initiatives to raise public awareness and
encourage community involvement in
biodiversity. These have included:
Community Garden Projects: Creation of a
community garden involving school children and
local volunteers, fostering hands-on learning
about nature and planting.
School Engagement: Worked with local schools
to plant native trees, early-flowering pollinators,
and raised vegetable beds, helping young people
understand the importance of habitats and
sustainable growing.
Collaboration with INCC: Collaborated with
Initiative for Nature Conservation Cymru to
deliver visible, practical biodiversity projects
such as meadow creation, pollinator planting,
wildlife gardens, and nest box installations — all
of which provide public engagement
opportunities.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets,
Parks and
Environmen
t Committee

ACTION REPORT 2023 – 2025 



NRAP
Objective

Action carried out to… Monitored by:

1b cont.

-raise
awareness of
biodiversity &
its
importance

Volunteer Activities: Supported a local litter
picking group and hosted a “litter picking
hub” at the community centre, contributing
to community pride in the natural
environment and awareness of human
impact.
Informal Engagement through Assets:
Interpretive opportunities have arisen
naturally through well-used green spaces
such as Golwg yr Aman Park and Gelli Werdd
Park, where visible biodiversity-friendly
management (like wildflower meadows)
helps raise community awareness.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

2

-safeguard
principal
species and
habitats

Cwmaman Town Council has taken steps to
protect locally important habitats and
support species of conservation concern
through its land management and
community projects:
Managed wildflower meadow at Golwg yr
Aman
Ongoing management has supported
pollinators and improved the resilience of
this public green space.
Installation of bird nest boxes
House martin boxes were placed at the
community centre to support declining
migratory bird species.
Pollinator planting
Early-flowering bulbs and perennial
pollinator-friendly plants were introduced
across planters, parks, and verges, boosting
food sources for bees and other insects.
Community orchard and tree planting
The Council has planted trees in partnership
with schools, increasing tree cover and
creating new habitat.
Support for habitat-focused projects by
INCC
Although not directly delivering them, the
Council supported INCC’s creation of ponds,
wildflower planting, and other habitat works
aimed at benefiting a wide range of species.
These efforts have contributed to the
protection and enhancement of habitats that
support key species in the local area,
including swifts, pollinators, and wetland
wildlife.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

ACTION REPORT 2023 – 2025 



NRAP
Objective

Action carried out to… Monitored by:

3

-restore &
create
habitats and
resilient
ecological
networks

Cwmaman Town Council has supported and
facilitated a range of habitat creation and
restoration projects that contribute to
resilient ecological networks within the
community. These include:
Meadow Management at Golwg yr Aman:
The Council maintains a wildflower meadow
within this key park, supporting pollinators
and enhancing biodiversity within a public
green space.
Community Orchard: Planted and managed a
community orchard, adding to local tree
cover and providing habitat for a range of
species.
Wildflower and Pollinator Planting: Planted
native and pollinator-friendly flowers in
planters, verges, and parks. Early spring
bulbs were planted to extend nectar
availability.
Tree Planting with Local Schools: Supported
schools in planting native trees on their
grounds, increasing connectivity between
habitats.
Nest Box Installation: House martin boxes
were installed at the community centre to
encourage local breeding populations of
these declining birds.
Support for INCC Projects: The Council
provided support for the Initiative for Nature
Conservation Cymru (INCC), who led
biodiversity projects within the community
including creation of ponds, wildlife gardens,
and propagation of wildflower and pollinator
plants for community use.
Invasive Species Management: Tackled
Japanese knotweed in targeted locations to
protect native species and reduce habitat
degradation.
Through these actions, Cwmaman Town
Council has helped expand and connect
habitats within the community, contributing
to stronger local ecological networks.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

ACTION REPORT 2023 – 2025 



NRAP
Objective

Action carried out to… Monitored by:

4

-tackle
negative
factors: for
e.g. reduce
pollution,
use nature,
based
solutions,
address
invasive
species

Cwmaman Town Council has taken practical
steps to address environmental pressures and
support nature-based solutions, including:
Invasive Species Management: The Council
has actively tackled Japanese knotweed within
its managed areas. This invasive species
threatens native biodiversity and requires
targeted treatment to prevent spread.
Chemical-Free Cleaning Methods: Park and
facility cleaning services engaged by the
Council use steam and water only — avoiding
broad-spectrum herbicides and chemical
cleaners — reducing pollution and safeguarding
soil and water health.
Transition from Herbicides: The Council has
reduced or eliminated the use of chemical
herbicides across public spaces, especially in
areas managed for biodiversity.
Support for Local Monitoring Efforts: Initial
discussions were held with community
partners (e.g. WAWR) to explore air and water
quality monitoring within the area, supporting
evidence-led environmental improvement.
Habitat as Pollution Buffer: Meadow areas and
wildflower plantings managed or supported by
the Council help absorb rainwater, reduce
runoff, and act as natural filters for localised
pollution.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

5

-use,
improve,
and share
evidence

During the reporting period, Cwmaman Town
Council has taken early steps to use and build
local evidence that informs its biodiversity
decisions:
Local Knowledge and Observation: The
Council has drawn on input from community
volunteers, local schools, and staff
observations to inform planting choices,
habitat management, and site selection for
biodiversity improvements.
Collaborative Evidence: Where possible, the
Council has supported evidence-led projects
carried out by external organisations such as
INCC, who have contributed data on local
species, habitats, and ecological conditions
through their biodiversity work.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

ACTION REPORT 2023 – 2025 



NRAP
Objective

Action carried out to… Monitored by:

5 cont.

-use,
improve,
and share
evidence

During the reporting period, Cwmaman Town
Council has taken early steps to use and build
local evidence that informs its biodiversity
decisions:
Local Knowledge and Observation: The
Council has drawn on input from community
volunteers, local schools, and staff
observations to inform planting choices,
habitat management, and site selection for
biodiversity improvements.
Collaborative Evidence: Where possible, the
Council has supported evidence-led projects
carried out by external organisations such as
INCC, who have contributed data on local
species, habitats, and ecological conditions
through their biodiversity work.
While formal monitoring has been limited,
there is recognition of the need to improve this
aspect. The Council has committed to
establishing a task and finish group to oversee
and monitor biodiversity action more
systematically going forward.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

6

-support
capacity
and/or
other
organisatio
ns

Cwmaman Town Council has supported local
environmental organisations and community
groups to help deliver biodiversity outcomes.
This includes:
Supporting INCC (Initiative for Nature
Conservation Cymru):
Provided access to Council facilities (e.g.
community centre, yard) and promoted INCC-
led projects such as wildlife gardens and nest
boxes.
Enabling Community Action:
Encouraged and supported local litter pickers
and worked with schools on planting projects
to build community involvement in
biodiversity.
Facilitating Partnerships:
Helped connect community groups with
biodiversity initiatives and provided informal
admin and promotional support.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

ACTION REPORT 2023 – 2025 



Community and Town Councils Environment
(Wales) Act 2016

 Part 1 – Section 6 The Biodiversity and Resilience
of Ecosystems Duty

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

Cwmaman Town Council serves a
thriving community in the County of
Carmarthenshire, in south-west Wales.
The Council covers a semi-rural area
rich in natural habitats, including upland
oak woodland, heathland, meadows,
rivers, and broadleaf woodland. These
support important species such as the
swift, dormouse, marsh fritillary
butterfly, willow tit, and otter.

This Biodiversity Action Plan outlines our planned priorities and
actions for 2025 to 2028, structured around the objectives of the
Nature Recovery Action Plan for Wales and fulfilling our obligations
under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016.

The Council manages 11 parks and green spaces, alongside
community buildings, planters, and public amenities. With a
precept of £395,794 for 2025/26 and operating within the
framework of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act
2015, Cwmaman Town Council contributes to the national goal of a
resilient and biodiverse Wales.

As a community-level public body, Cwmaman Town Council plays
an important role in supporting biodiversity through its functions.
These include the management of parks and public open spaces,
coordination of local nature initiatives, delivery of environmental
education activities with schools and residents, and influence over
local planning decisions. The Council also provides practical and
financial support for community-led projects that enhance
biodiversity and raise environmental awareness.



Name of Council: Cwmaman Town Council

Group: 2

NRAP
Objective

Biodiversity
Objectives

Action Planned Timescale
Monitored
By

1a

-embed
biodiversity into
decision making
& procurement

Cwmaman Town Council will:
Develop and adopt a
Sustainable Procurement Policy
This will ensure biodiversity and
environmental considerations
are built into purchasing
decisions, including sourcing
local, peat-free, and pollinator-
friendly plants and materials.
Continue including biodiversity
in tender evaluations
Environmental impact will
remain a scored criterion in all
relevant contracts, ensuring that
service delivery aligns with
biodiversity objectives.
Provide training for councillors
and staff
Training sessions will build
capacity and understanding of
how Council decisions can
impact biodiversity, particularly
in planning, procurement, and
land management.
Embed biodiversity in internal
policies and procedures
New or updated policies will
include explicit references to
biodiversity where relevant,
helping to mainstream
environmental responsibility
across all service areas.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

1b
-raise awareness
of biodiversity &
its importance

Cwmaman Town Council will:
Deliver nature engagement
activities in the community
Work with local organisations to
promote biodiversity through
public events, talks, wildlife
walks, and family-friendly
activities.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

Before end of
2026-27

Throughout

Before end of
2027-28

Before end of
2028-29

Before end of
2027-28



NRAP
Objective

Biodiversity
Objectives

Action Planned Timescale
Monitored
By

1b cont.
-raise awareness
of biodiversity &
its importance

Promote biodiversity
through Council
communications
Use the website, social
media, newsletters, and
noticeboards to share
information about local
wildlife, biodiversity projects,
and seasonal planting.
Work with schools and youth
groups
Build on existing
relationships with local
schools to expand
educational planting projects,
biodiversity-themed
workshops, and outdoor
learning.
Encourage local volunteering
Support and promote
environmental volunteering
opportunities in
collaboration with partners
such as INCC and local
community groups.
Highlight biodiversity
projects on Council-managed
land
Use signs, interpretation
boards, or QR codes to
explain wildflower meadows,
pollinator planting, or nest
boxes in parks and green
spaces.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

2
-safeguard
principal species
and habitats

Cwmaman Town Council will:
Protect and maintain
species-rich habitats under
its management
Continue management of the
wildflower meadow at Golwg
yr Aman and other key green
spaces using biodiversity-
friendly practices.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

DATE
REVIEWED

Throughout

Before end of
2028-29

Throughout

Before end of
2027-28

Throughout



NRAP
Objective

Biodiversity
Objectives

Action Planned Timescale
Monitored
By

2 cont.

Enhance early-season food
sources
Plant additional early-
flowering pollinator plants
and bulbs to support bees,
butterflies, and other
invertebrates critical to
ecosystem health.
Support conservation of
nesting bird species
Maintain and expand nest box
provision for swifts and
house martins at community
buildings and encourage
residents to participate.
Avoid disturbance to
sensitive areas
Identify habitats or features
that support vulnerable
species (e.g. marshy
grassland, riverbanks) and
factor this into grounds
maintenance and event
planning.
Support evidence-based
species action through
partners
Continue supporting INCC’s
targeted species projects
(e.g. swift and dormouse),
enabling access to sites and
promoting outcomes locally.

Throughout

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

3

-restore & create
habitats and
resilient ecological
networks

Cwmaman Town Council will:
Expand wildflower and
pollinator-friendly planting
Increase the number and
diversity of wildflower areas
in parks, verges, and
community spaces using
native and local-provenance
plants.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

DATE
REVIEWED

Before end of
2028-29

Before end of
2028-29

Throughout

Before end of
2028-29



NRAP
Objective

Biodiversity
Objectives

Action Planned Timescale
Monitored
By

3 cont.

-restore & create
habitats and
resilient
ecological
networks

Install and maintain additional
nest boxes
Introduce more bird boxes
(including swift boxes) in
suitable locations such as
Golwg yr Aman and the
community centre.
Support tree planting
initiatives
Continue working with schools
and partners to plant native
trees that enhance ecological
connectivity.
Facilitate habitat
improvements
Build on existing management
work by exploring further
enhancements like meadow
extension, pond planting, and
native hedgerow
establishment.
Support partner-led
restoration projects
Continue supporting INCC and
other local organisations to
deliver habitat-focused
projects within the community.
benefit.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

4

-tackle negative
factors: for e.g.
reduce pollution,
use nature based
solutions,
address invasive
species

Cwmaman Town Council will:
Continue controlling invasive
species such as Japanese
Knotweed
Use targeted, environmentally
sensitive methods to manage
invasive species across
Council-managed sites.
Avoid the use of harmful
cleaning chemicals
Maintain current practice of
using only steam and water-
based methods for cleaning
public facilities, reducing
chemical runoff and pollution.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

DATE
REVIEWED

Before end of
2027-28

Before end of
2028-29

Before end of
2028-29

Throughout

Before end of
2028-29

Throughout



NRAP
Objective

Biodiversity
Objectives

Action Planned Timescale
Monitored
By

4 cont.

-tackle negative
factors: for e.g.
reduce pollution,
use nature based
solutions, address
invasive species

Use nature-based solutions
in land management
Enhance wildflower and
meadow areas to reduce soil
erosion, support pollinators,
and act as natural water
filters.
Engage with partners on
pollution awareness
Continue discussions with
local groups to explore
opportunities for monitoring
pollution and promoting
cleaner local environments.
Educate the public on
invasive species
Share information on how to
identify and report invasive
non-native species to
support community
involvement in habitat
protection.

Before end
of 2027-28

5
-use, improve, and
share evidence

Cwmaman Town Council will:
Continue supporting local
environmental organisations
Provide practical support to
groups such as INCC by
offering access to Council
facilities, promoting their
projects, and helping
facilitate community
involvement.
Promote biodiversity grant
opportunities
Share funding opportunities
with local organisations and
encourage community groups
to apply for nature-focused
grants.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

Before end of
2028-29

Throughout

Before end of
2027-28

Throughout

Throughout



NRAP
Objective

Biodiversity
Objectives

Action Planned Timescale
Monitored
By

5 cont.

Enable volunteering and
community involvement
Encourage local residents to
take part in biodiversity-
related volunteering through
events, projects, and Council
communications.
Act as a connector and
enabler
Help link community groups,
schools, and environmental
charities with opportunities
to work together on
biodiversity projects in the
area.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

6
-support capacity
and/or other
organisations

Cwmaman Town Council will:
Establish a biodiversity
monitoring group
Set up a task and finish group
(or subcommittee) to oversee
biodiversity actions, monitor
progress, and evaluate
outcomes regularly.
Record and review actions
annually
Continue reviewing
biodiversity activities
through committee meetings
and reports, embedding
lessons learned into future
plans.
Use partner data to guide
action
Work with organisations like
INCC to access biodiversity
data and insights from
projects they lead within the
community.

Clerk/RFO/
Assets, Parks
and
Environment
Committee

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

DATE
REVIEWED

Throughout

Throughout

Before end of
2026-27

Throughout

Throughout



What has worked
well?

What have the
barriers
been?

What will you
change?

Review Due Dec 2026

Approved by Council

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

DATE
REVIEWED



BIODIVERSITY IN
ACTION



BIODIVERSITY IN
ACTION



www.cwmamantc.org

clerk@cwmamantc.org

01269 823299

Cwmaman Community Centre, 
5 High Steet, Glanaman SA18 1DX


